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SBS reinforces cooperation with all actors in standardisation community 
 

Brussels, 19th October 2016 – Today, SBS (the European association representing SMEs in 
the standard making process at European and international levels) organised its 2016 EU 
Conference on “Smart standardisation for SMEs”. This second edition, as part of a series of 
annual conferences on the standardisation process, its impact on SMEs and its benefits, 
focussed on “Reinforcing the cooperation within the standardisation community”. With 
SMEs at the centre of the discussion, the speakers addressed the importance of standards 
in boosting competitiveness for SMEs, the value of being involved in the standardisation 
process, and the shift from European to international standardisation.  
 

This yearly event gathered over one hundred participants, including SBS members and 
experts, representatives from the EU Institutions as well as key stakeholders participating in 
the standards development process to debate the ways to intensify the cooperation among 
the different actors of the standardisation community. 
 

The discussions covered the importance of standards in boosting innovation and 
competitiveness of SMEs and their internationalisation, as well as an assessment of the 
standards regulation and the voluntary nature of standards. 
 

On the role of standards for SMEs, SBS President Gunilla Almgren stressed the importance 
for SMEs to engage in the process “standards are increasingly developed at international level 
which contributes to widening the gap between the drafting process and the standard users. 
Concretely, decisions taken at international level can impact a micro-enterprise operating at 
local level. This makes it all the more important for smaller companies to get involved, or to be 
represented, at all levels, whether national, European or international level, to ensure that the 
standards developed are SME friendly.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

**** END **** 
 

EDITORS’ NOTES: Small Business Standards (SBS) is the association representing European SMEs in the 
standardisation process at European and International levels. SBS members are national and European sectorial 
and interprofessional associations representing SMEs all over Europe working in and out of the EU. The work 
conducted under SBS is mandated and financed by the European Commission. 
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